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1 . Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the 
language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this Item. 

I - ! The international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to 
this Authority (Rule 23.1 (b)). 

b. Q With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, see Box No. I. 

2. £3 Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box II). 

3. Q Unity of invention is lacking (see Box ill). 

4. With regard to the title, 

fx] the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

j I the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



5. With regard to the abstract, 

| | the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

fx] the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears In Box No. IV. The applicant 
may, within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this Authority. 

6. With regard to the drawings, 

a. the figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 3 

fx] as suggested by the applicant. 

| | as selected by this Authority, because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 

| | as selected by this Authority, because this figure better characterizes the invention. 

b. Q none of the figures Is to be published with the abstract 
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Box No. IV Text ol the abstract (Continuation of item 5 ot the first sheet) 



A conveyor system (10) comprises a star wheel (32) for receiving articles (14) 
from a first conveyor (12) and dispatching the articles to a second conveyor. 
The star wheel comprises first and second segments (44,46) each having a 
perimeter adapted to receive articles to be conveyed. A first shaft (52) 
rotates the first segment (44) about an axis, and a second shaft (609 rotates 
the second segment (4 6) about the axis. In one embodiment, a torsion spring 
(64) resiliently connects the shafts (52,60) together. The first shaft (529 is 
connected to a first drive for rotating the first and second shafts (52,60) 
together about the axis. The second shaft (60) is connected to a clutch (72) 
arrangement for selectively connecting the second shaft (6 0) to a second drive 
for rotating the second shaft about the axis at a different speed from the 
first shaft, for example, in the event that the first drive is switched off. 
This enables the second segment (46) to continue to rotate during deceleration 
of the first segment (44) and thereby to continue to convey articles to the 
second conveyor. The clutch arrangement (72) disconnects the second segment 
(46) from the second drive before it clashes with the first segment (44) or any 
articles (14) conveyed thereby , the torsion spring (64) automatically returning 
the second segment (46) to a predetermined position relative to the first 
segment (44) for subsequent rotation with the first segment when the first 
drive is switched on again. 
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5 September 2000 (2000-09-05) 
column 2, line 33 - column 3, line 60 
figures 1-3 



PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 

vol. 011, no. 048 (M-561), 

13 February 1987 (1987-02-13) 

-& OP 61 211220 A (MITSUBISHI HEAVY IND 
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abstract; figure 11 
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1,11,14, 
15,21-23 
24,26-28 
17,20 • 

24,26-28 



□ 



Further documents are listed in the continuation of box C 



ID 



Patent family members are listed in annex. 



° Special categories of cited documents : 
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filing date 

T a document which may throw doubts on priority ciaim(s) or 
which is cited to establish the publication date of another 
citation or other special reason (as specified) 

*0" document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or 
other means 

'P* document published prior to the international filing date but 
later than the priority date claimed 



°T° later document published after the international filing date 
or priority date and not In conflict with the application but 
cited to understand the principle or theory underlying the 
invention 

•X" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
involve an inventive step when the document Is taken alone 

"Y* document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 

cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when the 
document is combined with one or more other such docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a person skilled 
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